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OLD SETTLERS OF MACOUPIN MET AUGUST 

15, 1912. 



The Thirty-Ninth Annual Old Settlers' Picnic of Macoupin County 
was held at the county fair groimds at Carlinville, August 15, 1912. 
The rain was welcomed by the farmers in this vicinity and they were 
glad to take a day off and mingle with their friends at Macoupin county's 
big annual event. It had rained so hard during the morning that hardly 
anyone reached town before noon, but when the skies cleared they came 
in in all kinds of vehicles and kept coming as late as 3 o'clock in the 
afternoon. It was estimated that at least 5,000 people had gathered 
on the grounds. In former years, when weather conditions were 
favorable, from 8,000 to 10,000 people have attended the annual picnic. 

The exercises proper began about 1:30 o'clock with an address of 
welcome by M. L. Keplinger. Mr. Keplinger in an interesting talk 
gave a list of many of the prominent residents who have helped to 
make Macoupin one of the foremost counties of the State. 

Judge Snell, in behalf of the old settlers, responded in a happy speech, 
which kept the audience in laughter. The judge related some of his 
experiences when as a boy he was left at home to take care of things 
while the older ones went to the old settlers' meeting. 

Captain Castle next read a poem by Moses Wadsworth, entitled, 
"When Our Sires Migrated Long Ago." The sentiment and beauty 
of the selection was enhanced by the excellent rendition of Captain 
Castle. 

After the speaking had been finished the annual election of officers 
resulted in the re-election of the present officers, as follows: 

President — Hon. C. A. Walker. 

Vice president — General J. I. Rinaker. 

Secretary — O. C. Sonnemon. 

Treasurer — Captain George J. Castle. 



